CITY OF ELSBERRY

REGULAR SESSION 

JANUARY 8, 2019
ELSBERRY CITY HALL

The Board of Aldermen of the City of Elsberry met on the evening of the above date at Elsberry City Hall, 6:30 pm.  Mayor Steve Wilch presided over the meeting.  Present were Alderman Harper, Alderman Short, Alderman Hartley, Alderman Rockwell, Alderman Davis, City Attorney Rob Guinness, City Clerk Sue Hogarth, City Treasurer Tammy Sharpe and City Collector Katie Harper.  Also present were Brian Hemmer of Alliance Water Resources and Jim Bensman from MECO Engineering.   
Police Chief Brian Jeffries was unable to attend. 

Mayor Wilch called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  
Roll call deemed a quorum present.
PRIOR MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL

Motion was made to approve meeting minutes from December 2018 by Alderman Rockwell, seconded by Alderman Davis.


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried
READING OF UNPAID BILLS                                                                               Motion was made to approve the unpaid bills by Alderman Harper, seconded by Alderman Rockwell.                                                                                                                                                                      
AYES - All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried

PROJECT UPDATES
Boonslick Regional Planning Commission Update – Mayor Wilch                                    Chad Eggen from Boonslick was unable to attend but Mayor Wilch stated that there was no update from Boonslick at this time.  
Update from MECO Engineering – Jim Bensman with MECO Engineering 
Jim with MECO Engineering provided the visual wastewater treatment plant plans to Mayor Wilch and the preliminary design phase is moving along.  A 3-D rendering of the treatment plant was also presented and he will provide electronic copies to City Clerk Sue Hogarth to forward to the board.  MECO is waiting on the environmentals from USDA but the new plant location should make the most sense from an O&M standpoint plus it should be more cost effective.  It was requested that the PER (Preliminary Engineering Report) be amended since the plant location was moved but the plant is still within the designated area and an amendment to the PER is not needed since the new location is adjacent to the existing area within the site area project.  Jim stated that MECO will do a PER amendment if needed and wants to continue to keep all communication lines open.  Alderman Hartley asked who had prompted the location change for the plant and Jim wasn't sure but it was determined on cost effectiveness.  MECO Engineering will continue to move forward on the project since the government is shut down and USDA is not open.  
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES, COMPLAINTS AND REQUESTS AND THE HEARING OF ANY PERSON OR GROUP DESIRING TO ADDRESS THE BOARD, EACH OF WHOM HAVE FILED PRIOR REQUESTS TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA IN COMPLIANCE WITH CITY CODE 24.105
- Request to have water turned back on and have a new water meter installed at 911 N. 5th St. - Robert Jones / City Collector Katie Harper      
A payment plan has been in place for 6 months for Mr. Jones but he did not make his 6th & last payment in December 2018.  The water was shut off and it will cost Mr. Jones $399.01 to get the water turned back on.  His January bill is due on 1/15/19 for a new total of $578.15.  Mr. Jones has been disputing his water bill in the past and has received a manual water meter read each month on his old meter but Brian Hemmer with Alliance replaced his water meter this morning.  Mr. Jones is requesting a payment plan of $167 + his regular water bill.  He still thinks his water bill is too high but there were no leaks found at his home. The new meter should track his usage going forward more accurately.  Mr. Jones had tried to address his water bill at the December board meeting but couldn't make the meeting due to his work schedule.   Mr. Jones has $100 cash to put on his bill and will have more to put down by this Friday 1/11/19.  It was asked if Mr. Jones could get $150 by tomorrow and he agreed.  Mr. Jones will pay $150 by tomorrow and Katie will revise his payment plan.  No motion was made and topic died at the table. 
- Request to waive late fees on excessive water bill from Tinaka Pennington                    at 404 N. 3rd St. - Jeff Ivy / City Collector Katie Harper  
Mr. Ivy paid the excessive water bill from his tenant, Tinaka Pennington of $5,053 but is requesting that the late fees accrued of $466.00 be waived.  Alderman Hartley asked if these late fees could be attached to Ms. Pennington as an individual if she would try to move back to Elsberry and City Attorney Guinness said that could be done.  Since Mr. Ivy has already paid the late fees, a motion was made by Alderman Hartley to approve reimbursing the late fees of $466.00 to Mr. Ivy and attaching those late fees to Ms. Pennington as an individual, seconded by Alderman Short.


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried













 UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Update on Request for Proposals for Real Estate Broker Services to list the old Elsberry City Hall building/property - City Clerk Sue Hogarth
City Clerk Sue Hogarth emailed out (14) Request for Proposal bids to local real estate brokers and bids are due by Thursday January 31, 2019.  She will present the bids at the February board meeting. 
Update on 911 Amendment for April 2019 Ballot – City Attorney Rob Guinness
City Attorney Guinness has nothing new to report on the 911 Amendment at this time.
Update on Street Patch on David Street – Brian Hemmer with Alliance 
Brian Hemmer with Alliance has been playing phone tag with Roto Rooter who was responsible for cutting the new asphalt on David Street to fix a homeowners lateral.  He offered to have Alliance add gravel to the patch in the short term.

Legal Issues in regards to request for the City of Elsberry to become a Community Partnership Sponsor with the ECGA (Elsberry Community Growth Association) for $250, $500 or $1,000 for 2019 tabled from Budget Meeting on 12/19/18                         
- City Clerk Sue Hogarth / City Attorney Rob Guinness 

A motion was made to discuss this in closed session by Alderman Rockwell, seconded by Alderman Hartley.   


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried
Review Amounts & Parameters for Service Awards for City Employees to establish as an ordinance to adopt for the Elsberry Municipal Code                                                
- City Clerk Sue Hogarth / City Attorney Rob Guinness                                                                                            

City Attorney Guinness agreed to draft an ordinance based on the current amounts & parameters as presented by City Clerk Sue Hogarth.  A motion was made by Alderman Rockwell to draft the ordinance to present at the February board meeting, seconded by Alderman Short.        
AYES – Alderman Short, Alderman Davis, Alderman Rockwell, Alderman Harper 
  NAYS – Alderman Hartley

Motion carried
NEW BUSINESS

Approval of 2019 Contract for 911 Dispatch Fees from Lincoln County                                            
– Mayor Wilch / City Clerk Sue Hogarth
A motion was made by Alderman Short to approve the 2019 contract for 911 Dispatch Fees for Lincoln County on a quarterly basis for $11,383.63, seconded by Alderman Hartley.


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried

Meeting Update with Kyle Pociask with Four Points Land Surveying & Engineering on sewer forced main with Elsberry Health Care Center                         
                  
- Brian Hemmer with Alliance 
At the meeting yesterday for the Elsberry Health Care Center sewer project, there were (6) people in attendance including himself, Ron Smith, Marshall Suddarth and Tony Sneed with Alliance, Joe Shipman with the Health Care Center, Mayor Wilch and Kyle Pociask with Four Points Land Surveying & Engineering.  It was discussed to add requests to the project from the city to go up to a 4" forced main from a 3", add a generator, add High Tide System to the Hwy B lift station pumps and a transducer & controller for the Hwy B lift station.  Joe Shipman who is on the board representing the Health Care Center is requesting a rebate or reduction in their sewer bill to offset their construction costs which City Attorney Guinness would like to discuss in closed session.  
The Health Care Center doesn’t want to wait for possible grant money since they want to get the project completed on a timely basis.  Alderman Rockwell suggested to set up an Infrastructure Committee meeting on Tuesday 1/22/19 at 6PM and Kyle will have the revised cost estimates requested by the city ready to present at that meeting.
Approval to Advertise & Conduct a Public Hearing for the 3 year gradual Sewer Rate Increase Recommended by Michael Hartman with USDA for Wastewater Treatment Plant  - Mayor Wilch / City Clerk Sue Hogarth 
The public hearing notice can run in the Wed 1/16/19 issue of the Elsberry Democrat but will have to give a 2 week notice so we will schedule the public hearing at 6PM on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 prior to the February board meeting. A motion was made by Alderman Short to approve the advertising for the public hearing, seconded by Alderman Hartley.       
   
AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried                                                       
Process to Enact Pay Increases for Mayor and Aldermen for April 2019 Election       
- Mayor Wilch / City Attorney Rob Guinness
City Attorney Guinness stated that the pay increases need to be approved by ordinance for the newly elected Mayor and newly elected aldermen.  Alderman Hartley recommended a $50 per month increase to try and get more people interested in signing up for public office.    A motion was made by Alderman Hartley to have City Attorney Guinness draft an ordinance for the $50 pay increase effective after the April 2019 election, seconded by Alderman Harper.                                                          

AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried

Approval to Publish 2018 Financial Statement for the City of Elsberry                        
-  City Treasurer Tammy Sharpe  
A motion was made by Alderman Rockwell to publish the 2018 Financial Statement in the Elsberry Democrat, seconded by Alderman Short. 

AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried

REPORTS OF SPECIAL BOARDS & COMMITTEES

Library:
The library committee will have a meeting later this month. Brian Hemmer spoke with Sarah at the library and it was decided not to do anything about the back door lighting at this time.  Alderman Harper had nothing else
to report.
Cemetery / Parks: 
 Nothing to report
Infrastructure:
Nothing to report
Emergency Services:
   Nothing to report
Page Branch Park:   They are working on the Valentine dinner/dance fundraiser at the Elsberry Community Center on Feb 16, 2019 with food, music and silent auctions.  Tickets are for sale at City Hall, the Elsberry Democrat and Peoples Bank.  Must be 21 or older but the community center cannot serve alcohol but you can bring your own. 
Old Glory Jubilee:
Alderman Short asked if there was an ordinance that this event has to be on the 4th of July or if it can be on a Saturday.  We will check on the ordinance to verify if there is a 4th of July date or not and report back at the February board meeting.l  This year, the 4th of July is on a Thursday but the committee would like to have the event on Saturday July 6th.
Tree Board: 
City Clerk Sue Hogarth is working on the Tree City USA application for 2019.  Mike Talbot will be stopping by soon to help with the application process.  
REPORTS OF ALDERMEN AND MAYOR

Mayor Wilch:   The meeting yesterday for the sewer project with the Elsberry Health Care Center looked promising.  There hasn't been a need to spread any salt yet.
Alderman Davis:  She has some addresses that were sent to Chief Jeffries with questions on tickets.  Mayor Wilch provided an update on the addresses in question.  There is a Section 8 home on North 3rd Street that has been issued 22 tickets.  She asked about the tickets on the Ray Robison home at 510 Bailey.  Mayor Wilch said there were (3) more tickets issued on the property.  City Attorney Guinness stated that he can draft a letter for abatement of the items on the property but the landowner can contest it.  The city can impound the items on the property and put them in a vacant city lot.  The cost can be assessed as a lien against the future sale of the property.  Alderman Harper asked about the status of the Waggoner home and it has to be released by the Fire Marshall since there may be an arson investigation.  This home is also on the CDBG Demolition grant project.   
Alderman Hartley:  Nothing to report
Alderman Short:  Nothing to report 
Alderman Harper:  Nothing to report
Alderman Rockwell:    Nothing to report  
REPORTS OF CITY DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICERS

Rob Guinness – Attorney –  The roof is falling in at 209 Griffin Street from holes in the roof.  A structural engineer could be hired to determine if a declaration can be issued that would make this home dangerous beyond repair.  There have been no letters sent out but the property has received tickets in the past.  He will initiate the process to investigate and find if the building needs to be fixed or demolished.  He also offered to provide prices for a structural engineer to present at the Infrastructure meeting later this month.
Brian Hemmer –  He is drafting a letter to DNR to make a change in the interim limits for the wastewater plant.  The inspection on the lime lagoon passed but there were some recommendations made by the DNR that he can present at the Infrastructure meeting later this month.  
Police Chief Jeffries - Not present
Tammy Sharpe – Treasurer – Nothing to report
Katie Harper – City Collector – Nothing to report
Sue Hogarth – City Clerk – January 15th is the sign-up deadline for the April election.  We have (3) positions open for alderman with (1) position in each ward.  Alderman Short is up for his term for Ward 2. 
VOTE TO TAKE UP BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED IN CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Alderman Short to go into closed session with vote to close pursuant to RSMo Section 610.021 Section (1) Legal actions, causes of action, litigation, or confidential or privileged communications with its attorneys and  (14) Records which are protected from disclosure by law, seconded by Alderman Hartley.


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried

 RESUME OPEN SESSION 
Mayor Wilch resumed the open session meeting at 8:02PM.

Mayor Wilch asked if there was a motion for the City of Elsberry to become a Community Partnership Sponsor with the ECGA (Elsberry Community Growth Association) for $250, $500 or $1,000 for 2019.  No motion was made so issue died at the table.    
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made to adjourn the board meeting by Mayor Wilch, seconded by Alderman Hartley.


AYES – All in Favor 
  NAYS – 0
Motion carried

Open session meeting was adjourned at 8:08PM.    
